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referred to. The end of the American Civil War, through
which Irish soldiers were sent adrift with no occupation, in
many thousands, gave ~a great impulse to these conspiracies;
and a movement was set on foot which had as its object an
armed rising in Ireland and a confiscation of the land. The
Confederates in the United States combined in large numbers;
considerable sums of money were raised; the plans of the
leaders were to make a descent on Ireland with the officers and
staff of a military force, to call on the peasantry to assist them
in the field, and to divide the estates of the gentry among the
" Fenian army." Agents were despatched to Ireland to effect
their projects; some thousands perhaps of the youth of the
towns, and of reckless, landless, and broken men were enrolled
in the musters of the. Fenian levies; and dexterous attempts
were made to debauch British regiments and secretly to procure
supplies. The movement, however, proved a sorry failure,
almost as impotent as that of 1848. The Irish priesthood
denounced Fenianism as wicked anarchy; the occupiers of the
soil, ready enough to join in a cry for reduced rents and
improved tenures, feared a revolution which might have
deprived them of their farms; self-interest kept them aloof
from it. A few Irish-American soldiers landed in Ireland in
the first months of 1867; but they found no force, except on
paper, to command; they were either arrested or allowed to
escape \ and three or four petty bands, which made an attempt
to rise, -were dissipated by the Constabulary without the loss of
blood. Two or three of the leaders were tried and punished;
but the whole affair was over in a very short time, if trouble
was still latent beneath the surface of things. Some outrages,
however, took place in England, the expiring efforts of
Fenianism in great towns; and these, like flashes of lightning
in a serene sky, turned the minds of Englishmen to the
state of Ireland, which, they had believed, had been for years
at peace. Mr Gladstone took up the subject with characteristic